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 Thought I would let you know that it’s almost been 
a year since I was adopted.  I am happy and loved 
so much by my family.  My mom says that I’m the 
best girl ever.  I was house trained within a matter 
RI���ZHHNV��,·YH�QHYHU�EHHQ�GHVWUXFWLYH�LQ�P\�KRXVH�
and I love my family so much and try very hard to 
SOHDVH�WKHP���,·P�D�KDSS\�OLWWOH�JLUO��YHU\�HQHUJHWLF��
DFWXDOO\�,�KDYH�D�IULHQG��QDPHG�/LDP�ZKR�WDNHV�P\�
FDQLQH�IULHQGV�DQG�P\VHOI�IRU�D���KRXU�ZDON��WUHN��LI�
you will) three days a week so I get my excercise along 
with 20 or so other dogs. It’s a blast!  He picks me up 
and takes me home and I look forward to going.  My 
parents thought I needed it because my breed requires 

it.  I have my own bed and lots of toys and a big back yard to play in.  My Dad is my best friend 
DQG�P\�SOD\�PDWH��KH�KDV�WDXJKW�PH�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV��0\�0RP�ZDQWHG�PH�WR�VHQG�\RX�DQG�DOO�WKH�
VWDͿ�DW�3RWWHU·V�D�WKDQN�\RX�IRU�DOO�\RX�GLG�IRU�XV�DQG�ZH�KRSH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�DGRSWHH�KDV�WKH�VDPH�
RSSRUWXQWLHV�,�KDYH�KDG���0\�OLIH�VWDUWHG�RXW�D�OLWWOH�GL΀FXOW�DQG�,�KDG�WR�WUDYHO�IDU�WR�ÀQG�D�KRPH�
EXW�,�GLG���7KDQN�\RX�IRU�ZDLWLQJ�DQG�PDWFKLQJ�PH�DQG�P\�0RP�XS��LW�ZDV�SHUIHFW�
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Be Kind to Animals Poster 
Contest Winners
The Potter League for Animals hosted its 7th 
DQQXDO�´%H�.LQG�WR�$QLPDOV�:HHNµ�3RVWHU�&RQWHVW��
The competition was open to students in grades 2 
WKURXJK����DV�SDUW�RI�%H�.LQG�WR�$QLPDOV�:HHN�� 
May 4 - 10. An awards ceremony took place at the 
3RWWHU�/HDJXH�RQ�0D\����$QDVWDFLD�6RXWKODQG��
+XPDQH�(GXFDWRU�DW�WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH��SUHVHQWHG�
awards to the following:
“Don’t Shop. Adopt!” Theme Winners:
Grades 2-4
1st Place:�,JQDFLR�%XUJRV��+DWKDZD\
2nd Place: .\OLH�&ROH��*DXGHW
3rd Place: &DUDOLQH��*DXGHW
Honorable Mention:�0LD�)LQQ��3UHOO�DQG�$QGUHD�+DOSLQ��*DXGHW
*UDGHV����
1st Place:�0D\�:KHODQ��6W��3KLORPHQD·V
2nd Place:�7DWLDQD�=HLJOHU��&OXQ\�DQG�$UVKL\D�.KDWWDN��
Gaudet
3rd Place: 0DLD�:DOGURQ��6W��3KLORPHQD·V
Honorable Mention:�5\DQ�3LDQND��6W��3KLORPHQD·V
Grades 9-12
1st Place:�+DQQDK�6LPDV��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
2nd Place:�)UDQFR�3H]RD�6LU��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
3rd Place:�&DLWO\Q�0F1HLO��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
Honorable Mention:�'HEELH�-HVVRS�DQG�0LNH�'HSDUGR��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�
&HQWHU

“Save A Critter. Don’t Litter!” Theme Winners:
Grades 2-4
1st Place:�*LJL�6KDYHU��*DXGHW
2nd Place:�$QJHOD�=KDQJ��*DXGHW
3rd Place:�$O\VVD�&HFLOLR��3HOO
Honorable Mention:�$PDQGD�0XUUD\��*DXGHW�DQG�.DWKHULQH�5H\��3HOO
*UDGHV����
1st Place:�6\GQH\�&URWWHDX��3RUWVPRXWK�0LGGOH
2nd Place:�,DQ�*DQQRQ��*DXGHW
3rd Place:�9LFWRULD�7UDYDVVRV��6W��3KLORPHQD·V
Honorable Mention:�5HJDQ�5HLOO\��*DXGHW�DQG�0DULO\Q�*UHHQ
Grades 9-12
1st Place:�$LGDQ�0LWFKHOO�DQG�/\DQ�3DFKHFR��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�
7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
2nd Place:�0LFKDHO�7UDF\��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
3rd Place:�+HUPHV�9LOODU��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU
Honorable Mention:�-RVKXD�&DSDOGL��:DUZLFN�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�&HQWHU

&DPS�+DSS\�7DLOV�LQWURGXFHV�NLGV� 
to the wonders and wows of the  
animal kingdom while learning 
compassion and respect for the  
world around them. Our hands-on 
educational programs allow kids  
to explore behind the scenes at the 
Potter League and unleash a love for  
PDNLQJ�D�GLͿHUHQFH�LQ�DQLPDOV·�OLYHV�

The Potter League for Animals is 
KDSS\�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKH�RͿHULQJ�RI�
full day camp programs as well as 
an extended day care option (for an 
additional fee) allowing time for more 
SURMHFWV��DQLPDOV��IXQ��JDPHV�DQG�LQ�
depth hands-on learning experience.  
Sessions are held at the Potter League. 
There is also a program in conjunction 
ZLWK�WKH�1HZSRUW�&RXQW\�<0&$�LQ�
Middletown with half day at both the 
3RWWHU�/HDJXH�DQG�WKH�<0&$��

Each session is packed with 
HGXFDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��IXQ�DQLPDO�
WKHPHG�JDPHV�DQG�FUDIWV��DV�ZHOO�DV� 
the opportunity to meet and interact 
with the animals at our shelter.

Enrollment is $240 per child for all 
day sessions and $225 per child for 
WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�<0&$�FDPSV��7R�
UHJLVWHU��JR�WR�ZZZ�3RWWHU/HDJXH�RUJ��
GRZQORDG�D�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IRUP��UHWXUQ�
the form with payment to reserve a 
space. Limit 16 campers per session.

(PDLO�$QDVWDFLD6#3RWWHU/HDJXH�RUJ�� 
RU�FDOO�$QDVWDFLD�DW�������������� 
ext.120 for more information.

WEEK  THEME

2nd & 3rd Graders
July 14 - 18*  Animals in Art 
July 21 - 25   Yes, No, RPO!
July 28 - August 1*  Creature Features

4th, 5th & 6th Graders
July 7 - 11  Home Sweet Home
July 14 - 18*  Animal Heroes
July 28 - August 1*  Wild to Mild 
August 4 - 8     Myths & Misunderstandings
 August 11 - 15     Beastly Behavior

*Potter League/YMCA camp week 

Enroll today! 
For more information 

www.PotterLeague.org

Campers enjoy hands on experiences with homeless 

animals at the shelter

Camp Happy Tails 

2ͿHUV�$OO�'D\�&DPSV�
DQG�([WHQGHG�'D\



2013 Volunteer of the Year:
Debbie St. John
The Volunteer Recognition 
Dinner was held at 
:DQXPHWRQRP\�*ROI�&OXE�LQ�
March. The dinner was held 
in honor of Potter League 
volunteers who logged 50 
hours or more during the 2013 
calendar year.

Each year a volunteer is 
honored for outstanding 
service to the Pott.er League. 
7KLV�\HDU��WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�
had the pleasure of awarding 
Debbie St. John as the 
9ROXQWHHU�RI�WKH�<HDU��'HEELH�
has been volunteering at the 
Potter League since December 2011 and has logged over 525 hours during 
the 2 years since she started. She can been seen at the front desk greeting 
SRWHQWLDO�DGRSWHUV��DW�IXQGUDLVLQJ�HYHQWV��DVVLVWLQJ�DW�PLFURFKLS�FOLQLFV�DQG�
rabies clinics. Debbie’s dedication does not stop with the administrative side 
RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ���6KH�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�+HDGVWDUW�'RJ�:DONLQJ�7HDP��
socializes cats and spends hours cleaning cat rooms and endless litter boxes! 
Thank you, Debbie, for all you do! 

PotterLeague.org  3

Volunteer Photographer Al Tetreault 
receives Lore Owens Award

The Lore Owens Award was 
established in 2000 in honor 
RI�ORQJWLPH�YROXQWHHU��/RUH��
who died tragically in 1999.  
Al Tetreault was presented 
with the Lore Owens Award 
E\�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�&KULVWLH�
Smith.

Al has been volunteering at 
the Potter League for over 
��\HDUV�DQG�DYHUDJHV�����
hours a year.  His talent for 
photography has resulted 
in thousands of animal 
adoptions.  Al is the genius 
behind the camera.  He brings 
out the personality of the cats 
and small mammals waiting 
to be adopted.  Al often comes 

LQ�HLJKW�WLPHV�D�PRQWK�QRW�RQO\�IRU�´SKRWRVKRRWVµ�EXW�KH�DOVR�PDNHV�WLPH�WR�
socialize cats.  

The Potter League is eternally grateful to Al for sharing his time and talent 
with us.  Thank you Al!

Potter Pet University
Wednesday, July 16

Wednesday, August 20

Wednesday, September 17
   Presentation by Sweet Binks Rabbit  

   Rescue

Wednesday, October 15
   Presentation by Dr. Gary O’Neal, 

   of Portsmoth Veterinary Clinic 

Annual Meeting
October 2014

Save
the Date

&RQWDFW�RXU
)UHH

%HKDYLRU�
+HOSOLQH�

One of the most common 
reasons people relinquish 

animals is because they are 
experiencing a behavior 

problem with their pet.  Sound 
familiar?  The Potter League 

can help.  Our Behavior 
+HOSOLQH�RͿHUV�DGYLFH�VR�GRJ�

and cat owners can work 
through a variety of behaviors 

with their pet from house 
soiling to food aggression. 
Problems are often easily 
solved by implementing 
simple changes to a daily 

routine or through additional 
training.  

&RQWDFW�RXU
Behavior Helpline

at
401.846.8276 ext. 119

or  
helpline@PotterLeague.org

Debbie St. John

Al Tetreault



1HZSRUW�/LIH�0DJD]LQH�DZDUGV 
%HVW�RI�1HZSRUW�)DYRULWH�*DOD�WR�WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH·V 

4  PotterLeague.org

Have A Heart Cocktail Party & Auction
2XU�+DYH�D�+HDUW�%DOO�*DOD�)XQGUDLVHU�ZDV�YRWHG�WKH�´%HVW�RI�1HZSRUW�&RXQW\µ�E\�WKH�
UHDGHUV�RI�1HZSRUW�/LIH�0DJD]LQH���:H�DUH�SURXG�WR�EH�NQRZQ�DV�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�SOD\�DQG�
FHOHEUDWH���$QG�EHVW�RI�DOO��SURFHHGV�IURP�WKLV�HYHQW�HQDEOH�XV�WR�UHPDLQ�PLVVLRQ�IRFXVHG�DQG�
DOORZ�XV�WR�HYDOXDWH��WUDLQ��UHKDELOLWDWH��ORYH�DQG�ÀQG�ORYLQJ�KRPHV�IRU�KRPHOHVV�DQLPDOV�

photos by Kim Johnson



$OO�ZRUN�DQG�QR�SOD\�PDNHV�´%XGG\µ�D�GXOO�ER\���2XU�
newest beginner training class is called Puppy One and 
Playtime.  It incorporates a standard puppy kindergarten 
class with structured playtime at the end….truly the 
best of both worlds!  Our previous clients asked and we 

OLVWHQHG��DGGLQJ�SOD\WLPH�
to the end of a class 
allowing the puppies to 
EXUQ�RͿ�VWHDP�DQG�JHW�
WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�VRFLDOL]LQJ�
with other puppies their 
own age.  Dr. Brenda 
*UL΀Q�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Veterinary Society of 
Animal Behavior (AVSAB) 
H[SODLQV�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�

HDUO\�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�EHVW���´)RU�SXSSLHV��WKH�VLQJOH�PRVW�
important part of a behavioral wellness program is proper 
VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKHLU�FULWLFDO�GHYHORSPHQWDO�SHULRG��
which ends by 16 weeks. Owners must begin socialization 
WKH�GD\�WKH\�EULQJ�WKHLU�QHZ�SXSSLHV�KRPH��DQG�WKH�FORFN�
LV�WLFNLQJ�µ�

Proper socialization combined with positive 
reinforcement-based training in the context of a group 
puppy class helps puppies grow into well-adjusted pets. 
&ODVVHV�SURYLGH�FULWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�WLPH�ZLWK�D�YDULHW\�
of people and other puppies. The experience helps 
owners develop a strong bond with their pets as well 
as establish realistic expectations of their pets’ behavior 
while learning proper techniques to shape it. And it’s fun. 

The Potter League holds puppy training classes for all 
DJHV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV��DV�ZHOO�DV�VHSDUDWH�SOD\JURXSV�IRU�
SXSSLHV�RQ�D�ZHHNO\�EDVLV���:H�DOVR�KDYH�FODVVHV�IRU�ROGHU�
EHJLQQHUV��LQWHUPHGLDWHV�DQG�DGYDQFHG�OHYHOV�VR�WKHUH�LV�
truly something for everyone.  Please check our website 
for the most current schedule for Puppy One & Playtime 
DQG�RXU�RWKHU�FODVV�RͿHULQJV���&ODVVHV�DUH�HQUROOLQJ�QRZ�
so don’t delay!

Mark Your Calendar for Dog Day of Summer
August 2014

Join us for a morning of 
summer fun for you and your 
dog at the Potter League!  
)ULVEHH�JDPHV��VDQG�GLJJLQJ��
SKRWRV�ZLWK�\RXU�GRJ��DJLOLW\�
FRXUVH��GRRU�SUL]HV�DQG�PRUH���
:DWFK�RXU�)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�
website for more information 
DERXW�WKLV�IXQ�DQG�VXQ�ÀOOHG�
day!

3RWWHU�/HDJXH�RIIHUV�VXSSRUW�
GXULQJ�GLIILFXOW�WLPHV

Puppy Play is More 
Than Fun and Games 

Sadly when we 
bring animals 
into our hearts 
DQG�OLYHV��ZH�
know that one 
day we will 
have to say 
goodbye to 
that special 
companion 
and member of 
RXU�IDPLO\���:H�

understand the strength of the bond between you and 
your animal companion and are dedicated to help you 
ÀQG�FORVXUH�DW�WKLV�GL΀FXOW�WLPH���

The Potter League’s cremation services are provided with 
compassion and respect.  Our private cremation packages 
RͿHU�D�YDULHW\�RI�RSWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�XUQV��HFR�)ULHQGO\�
Scattering Tubes for  distribution of ashes and bio-
degradable Earth Urns for both earth and water burial.  
Being prepared and knowing your options well ahead 
of time will ease your mind and allow you to choose 
WKH�RSWLRQV�WKDW�ÀW�\RXU�QHHGV���:H�EHOLHYH�\RX�DQG�WKH�
animals who have touched your life deserve the greatest 
dignity and attention…we are here to help.   Please visit 
our website or contact us with any questions or to request 
a brochure.  

7KH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�DOVR�RͿHUV�D�3HW�/RVV�6XSSRUW�*URXS�
one Sunday a month. The free meetings are facilitaed by 
a licensed psychotherapist who specializes in trauma 
and loss and has over 15 years of experience.  Sessions 
are held at the shelter on Oliphant Lane. Pre-registration 
LV�UHTXLUHG��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWDFW�-LOO�DW�-LOO+#
3RWWHU/HDJXH�RUJ�RU��������������

PotterLeague.org  5

Friends Enriching Lives ��ȱ��ȱ���¢ȱ���ȱ�Ĝ�����ȱ
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Join Our Monthly Giving Program



/RYH�IRU�DQLPDOV�EULQJV�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�
at the Heart & Sole Walk for the Animals

6  PotterLeague.org

photos by Al Tetreault, Billy Black, 
Carol Chabot and Meri Keller

7KH�+HDUW�	�6ROH�:DON�IRU�WKH�
Animals is the best place 

to see the Potter League’s 
mission in action!  In 
a true testament to the 
KXPDQ�DQLPDO�ERQG��
PRUH�WKDQ�����SHRSOH��
����GRJV������YROXQWHHUV��

sponsors and pet 
professionals gathered on 

            June 1 at Glen Park in Portsmouth 
WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�+HDUW�	�6ROH�:DON���
It was a day of barkingly good fun and many wonderful 
and touching moments.  

Animals play such a pivotal role in our lives and at the 
:DON�\RX�VHH�WKRVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DW�WKHLU�ÀQHVW���7KH�
.LQJ�DQG�4XHHQ�RI�WKH�:DON�VWROH�WKH�VKRZ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
represented the good lives that Potter League animals are 
able to have due to the support of those who helped us 
UDLVH�QHDUO\���������WKLV�\HDU���(YHQWV�OLNH�WKH�ZDON�UDLVH�
QRW�MXVW�PRQH\��EXW�DOVR�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�QHHG�WR�KHOS�
KRPHOHVV�DQLPDOV��7+$1.�<28�IRU�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�YLWDO�
community programs and services of the Potter League.  

:LWK�WKH�YDOXDEOH�VXSSRUW�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKLV�HYHQW��PRUH�
can be accomplished: more animals will be rescued from 
abusive or poor circumstances; saving lives and providing 
unconditional love and support to new families that will 
cherish them.  More children will experience our summer 

FDPSV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�DQLPDOV��
helping to contribute to a more caring and compassionate 
VRFLHW\���0RUH�SHRSOH�LQ�QHHG�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�FDQ�JHW�
the help they deserve to care for their pets.

,Q�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RYHU��������DQLPDOV�KDYH�
been saved through the funds raised at the Heart & Sole 
:DON�IRU�$QLPDOV���7KH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�LV�JUDWHIXO�WR�HDFK�
DQG�HYHU\�ZDONHU��ERWK�WZR�OHJJHG�DQG�IRXU�OHJJHG��IRU�
PDNLQJ�WKH�:DON�D�WUHPHQGRXV�VXFFHVV���)XQGUDLVLQJ�IRU�
WKH�:DON�FRQWLQXHV�WKURXJK�$XJXVW����DV�ZH�VWULYH�WR�UDLVH�
�����������'RQDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�DW�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�RUJ�RU�
FDOO�WKH�'HYHORSPHQW�2΀FH�WR�GLVFXVV�D�XQLTXH�PDMRU�JLIW�
opportunity.  

Long-time supporter Emlen Drayton emceed the event and 
ZDV�SURXG�WR�RͿHU�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV�DQG�SUL]HV�WR�RXU�WRS�
fundraisers.  Thank you to everyone who celebrates the 
love they share with their companion animal by helping 
WKRVH�DW�WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�TXLWH�VR�OXFN\���<28�
enable us to change and enrich lives.  

Top Adult Fundraisers
/LVD�0DUWODQG�1HLW]H\� � ������
&KULVWLH�6PLWK� � � ������
5RH�2·%ULHQ� � � ������
+RZLH�1DXJOH� � � ������
-XGLWK�(QVWRQH� � � ������
/LVD�3HUUDXOW� � � ������
&DURO�&KDERW� � � ������
Honorable Mention:�3HP�$WWDZD\��&KULVWLQH�7HOOHIVHQ��/DXUD�
0XUUD\��0DUJR�:DLWH��/X$QQ�/HYDVVHXU��+DUU\�9LROHW

Top Youth Fundraisers 
Annie Marshall   $555
1LNNL�0HUULOO� � � ����
Kristie Lee   $340
Honorable Mention: -HQQD�&DUUXED

Top Adult Teams
9ROXQWHHUV�,PSDFW�3HWV� � ������
3RWWHU�7URWWHUV�6WDͿ�7HDP� ������
3RUWVPRXWK�9HWHULQDU\�&OLQLF� ������
Honorable Mention: 3HRSOH·V�&UHGLW�8QLRQ��$OO�6WDUU��7HDP�
(PPLW��%HOODV�%XGGLHV��:DJ�1DWLRQ��+DUERU�+RXQGV��7HDP�
Tiny Trouble

Top Youth Team 
Flip 4 Animals   $640

7KH������+HDUW�	�6ROH�:DON�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�+LOO·V�
6FLHQFH�'LHW��+HDUWJDUG�3OXV�DQG�)URQWOLQH�3OXV��6SHFLDO�
thanks to all our participating sponsors and exhibitors: 
3HWFR�)RXQGDWLRQ��0RULDULW\·V�)HQFH�&RPSDQ\��3HRSOH·V�
&UHGLW�8QLRQ��%DQN�5KRGH�,VODQG��+RPH�$JDLQ�
0LFURFKLSV��7KH�/DQGLQJV��:35,�����)2;�3URYLGHQFH�DQG�
7KH�1HZSRUW�'DLO\�1HZV�



The Potter League mourns the loss of two wonderful 
Potter League supporters whose love for animals was a 
life-long passion 
and commitment.  
John A. van Beuren 
�$UFKLH��DQG�1XDOD�
Pell touched the 
hearts of our 
community and left 
a hole at the Potter 
League.

Archie’s 
grandmother was 
a founder of the 
Potter League in 
1929 and passed 
a grand devotion 
to animals to her 
RͿVSULQJ�DQG�IXWXUH�
generations.  Archie 
and his family have 
supported the Potter 
League in critical ways for decades.  It was touching to 
always see Archie with a dog by his side as his lessons in 
common sense and business sense helped us become a 
VWURQJHU�DQG�PRUH�YLWDO�QRQSURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ���

1XDOD�3HOO�RSHQHG�KHU�KRPH�WR�PDQ\�KRPHOHVV�GRJV�
and cats throughout her life.  As a member of the Potter 

League’s Board of 
'LUHFWRUV��1XDOD�
provided wit and 
wisdom while 
always ensuring 
that the animals 
FDPH�ÀUVW�LQ�
major decisions 
and planning.  
/LEE\��DGRSWHG�
IURP�XV�LQ�������
was her devoted 
companion.  

$UFKLH�DQG�1XDOD�
both possessed 
great compassion 
for animals and 
goodness of 
character.  Their 
life’s passion and 
inspiration has 

PDGH�D�GLͿHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�DQLPDOV���:H�
thank them for all they have done for the Potter League 
and miss them dearly.  

$QQDEHOOH�ORRNV�OLNH�WKH�LGHDO�NLWWHQ�²�FXWH��FXWH��FXWH���
But when she arrived at the Potter League she certainly 
was not adorable.  She and her four littermates were 
IRXQG�GHK\GUDWHG��LQIHVWHG�ZLWK�WLFNV�DQG�ÁHDV��DQHPLF��
and scrounging for food – all very serious medical 
FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�ÀYH�ZHHN�ROG�NLWWHQV���7KH�OLWWHU�ZDV�
immediately given supportive care but even with quick 
YHWHULQDU\�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��RQH�RI�WKH�OLWWHUPDWHV�GLHG�WZR�
days later.  The other kittens were stabilized and put into 
a foster home to gain weight and strength for adoption.  

After a month of 
WHQGHU��ORYLQJ�FDUH�
Annabelle and her 
siblings were all 
adopted and doing 
great despite a very 
rough start.

This is not an 
uncommon story.  
Many animals arrive 
at the Potter League 
for sanctuary and 

need extensive medical attention before they can begin 
their journey to a new home.  Their future is in the 
hands of our Foster Volunteers who take animals into 
WKHLU�KRPHV�WR�SURYLGH�H[WUD�DWWHQWLRQ��PHGLFDWLRQ��D�
FKDQFH�WR�WKULYH��DQG�KRSH�IRU�D�KHDOWK\�IXWXUH����

,Q�����������FDWV��NLWWHQV��GRJV��DQG�SXSSLHV�ZHUH�SODFHG�
into foster homes.  Many were moms and their newborn 
kittens.  Some - kittens without a mom - require round 
the clock feeding and care.  Dogs often need time 
to recover from surgery or heartworm treatment.  
Sometimes the shelter is just too crowded and a short 
‘vacation’ in a temporary home allows the animal to 
return to a quieter shelter and a much better chance for 
adoption.  

2XU�)RVWHU�9ROXQWHHUV�GRQDWHG�RYHU�������KRXUV�RI�
special animal care in 2013.  Lives are saved because the 
animals are given time to heal and grow.  The Foster 
Volunteers are our heroes for all they do to help the 
neediest of our animals.

<RX�FDQ�KHOS�XV�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�FDVHV�E\�EHFRPLQJ�D�)RVWHU�
&DUH�9ROXQWHHU���$QLPDOV�OLNH�$QQDEHOOH�QHHG�\RX�WR�
help them with:
���2QJRLQJ�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW
���$�SODFH�WR�UHFRYHU�IURP�VXUJHU\
���*URZLQJ�VWURQJ�DQG�ELJ�HQRXJK�IRU�DGRSWLRQ
���*DLQLQJ�FRPIRUW�DURXQG�SHRSOH

Get involved and you can help too.  If you are unable to 
SURYLGH�KDQGV�RQ�FDUH��SOHDVH�GRQDWH�WR�WKH�$QLPDO�&DUH�
Fund which enables so many miracles to happen.

:LWK�VDGQHVV���
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Archie van Beuren

Nuala Pell
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8QLTXH�'RQRUV�DW�WKH�
3RWWHU�/HDJXH
&RXQWU\�ZHVWHUQ�VWDU�0LUDQGD�/DPEHUW�PDNHV�QR�
secret of her love for animals.  The singer-songwriter 
often takes in random strays that she and her husband 
%ODNH�6KHOWRQ�ÀQG�LQ�QHHG��,Q������0LUDQGD�SXW�WKDW�
SDVVLRQ�WR�ZRUN�E\�IRXQGLQJ�0XWW1DWLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ���
´D�GRQDWLRQ�VXSSRUWHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZRUNLQJ�WR�
HQG�SHW�VXͿHULQJ�DQG�KRPHOHVVQHVV�LQ�WKH�8�6��DQG�
DEURDG�µ�

7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ·V������HͿRUW�ZDV�WKH�0XWWV�$FURVV�
America: 50 States/50 Shelters initiative. A total of 
���������ZDV�GRQDWHG�WR�VKHOWHUV�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH����

states. The Potter League 
was selected as the 
Mutts Across America 
Shelter for Rhode Island. 
Miranda Lambert 
VDLG��´:H�DUH�WKULOOHG�
to be able to reach 
out to every state and 
recognize shelters and 
organizations working at 
a grassroots level to help 

DQLPDOV��,W·V�WKRVH�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��GD\�LQ�DQG�
GD\�RXW��ZKR�UHDOO\�PDNH�D�KXJH�GLͿHUHQFH�µ

Some of the criteria used in the foundation’s decision 
to grant funds were a high adoption per intake rate (at 

FSC Logo here

The Potter League proudly feeds Hill’s Science Diet
to all the cats and dogs in our care.

+LOO·V�3HW�1XWULWLRQ�KDV�D�PLVVLRQ�WR�KHOS�HQULFK�DQG�
lengthen the special relationships between people 

and their pets. Learn more about Science Diet® and 
Prescription Diet® pet foods at HillsPet.com.

OHDVW�����VXFFHVVIXO�DGRSWLRQ�UDWH���D�ORZ�HXWKDQDVLD�
UDWH��������KLJK�YROXQWHHULVP��ÀVFDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��
VWUHQJWK�RI�IXQGUDLVLQJ��DQG�D�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�
community. 

7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ�H[SODLQHG��´:H�EHOLHYH�WKHVH�FULWHULD�
HQDEOHG�XV�WR�ÀQG�WKRVH�VKHOWHUV�VWDQGLQJ�DV�H[DPSOHV�
LQ�WKH�ÀJKW�WR�HQG�DQLPDO�KRPHOHVVQHVV��DEXVH�DQG�
QHJOHFW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�WKDW�HQFRXUDJH�DGRSWLRQ��VSD\�
DQG�QHXWHU�SURJUDPV�DQG�DYRLG�QHHGOHVV�HXWKDQDVLD�µ

Another new investor to the Potter League is Paul 
1HZPDQ�DQG�KLV�1HZPDQ·V�2ZQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��7KLV�
foundation uses 
the power of 
philanthropy to 
transform lives 
and supporting 
people doing great 
things. They give 
DZD\�DOO�SURÀWV�
from the sale of 
1HZPDQ·V�2ZQ�
products to charities around the world. The Potter 
League was invited to submit a proposal and surprised 
WR�QRZ�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�1HZPDQ·V�2ZQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�

1HZPDQ·V�2ZQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�
organizations working to make our world a better 
place. They encourage individuals to learn more by 
JRLQJ�WR�WKH�3RWWHU�/HDJXH�DQG�RWKHU�ZHEVLWHV��DQG�EH�
LQVSLUHG�WR�YROXQWHHU��WR�PDNH�D�GRQDWLRQ��RU�WR�WDNH�
DFWLRQ�LQ�VRPH�ZD\��ELJ�RU�VPDOO��7KH\�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�
power of philanthropy to help transform lives and 
nourish the common good.

The Potter League is proud to be honored for our work 
by these unique and very committed foundations.

For an order form, contact the Development Department 
at Development@PotterLeague.org or 401.846.0592 or 
visit our website

Touch an animal’s  
life by leaving  
your mark……

Tile & Paver 
Legacy

$1,000  
indoor �Ù�\��Ù��
&PEGO�1EVFPI��
;EPP�8MPI

$2,500 
indoor  �ôÙ�\���Ù�
&PEGO�1EVFPI��
;EPP�8MPI

$500
outdoor 
�Ù�\��Ù���
4EZIV
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Our animal care and  
education center is an 
exceptional facility for 
sheltering animals and 
providing essential programs  
to the community. These 
services and programs enrich 
and save the lives of so many 
animals. Here is an opportunity 
to make a  commemorative gift 
by reserving a tile or paver.



The Potter League Celebrates 85 Years: 
A Walk Down Memory Lane
The Potter League is celebrating its 
85th anniversary this year.  Originally 
named The Newport County League for 
Animals, we were founded in 1929 by a 
special act of the General Assembly of 
the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations.  The visionary women 
whose goal was “to take charge of any 
abandoned, sick, lame, overworked or cruelly treated animals” were Virginia Potter, Mary  
van Beuren, and Emma Normon.

To house homeless animals, the League in mid-summer 1931 purchased and converted a stable at 
15 Harrington Street in downtown Newport.  This was largely made possible by the generosity of 
Mrs. George Cerio who gave $l,000 and Mrs. E.V. Hartford who gave $500 toward the purchase 
price.  The League made an arrangement with Veterinarian Dr. H. F. Ferguson by which he would 

take care of stray animals and also those animals 
ZKRVH�RZQHUV�FRXOG�QRW�DͿRUG�WR�SD\�IRU�PHGLFDO�
FDUH�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�UHQW�IRU�KLV�R΀FH�ZKLFK�ZDV�
located in the shelter. For many years the League 
remained on this site, successfully working 
toward its goal.

Prior to the founding of the League, strays and 
homeless pets were destroyed immediately after 
their capture by the dog constable.  The League 
was able to obtain a written Agreement with 
the city and the dog constable which stated that 
VWUD\V�ZRXOG�EH�NHSW�IRU�ÀYH�GD\V�DV�UHTXLUHG�
E\�ODZ���7KLV�FRRSHUDWLRQ�KDG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
HͿHFW�RQ�WKH�KXPDQH�WUHDWPHQW�RI�DQLPDOV�LQ�

Newport. The growing number of abandoned animals, due to the severe depression, presented 
many problems which the League helped resolve.

During these early years, supporters of the League read like a Who’s Who in Newport.  Mrs. 
Virginia Potter served as President with Mrs. Michael Van Beuren as Vice President.  The position 

continued on back

15 Harrington Street, Newport - 1931

1978.  Reviewing plans for initial construction at 87 Oliphant Lane, 

Middletown. L to R:  Bob Silva, Bill Harvey (President), two mail 

carriers who raised money for the new shelter in the Postman’s March 

for the Animals,  Bobbie Watts (shelter manager), Lynne Merrill (Board 

Member), Christie Smith (Treasurer), Jack Ellis (Contractor)



of Secretary-Treasurer was 
held variously by Mrs. 
Maximillian Agassiz, Mrs. 
Gustave J.S. White, and 
Mrs. Pierce.  By 1950 the 
membership included 
Mrs. Maxim Karolik, 
Mr. Perry Belmont, Mrs. 
James Van Alen, Mrs. 
William Whitehouse, Mrs. Harvey Firestone, Mr. Frazier Jelke, Mrs. William H. Vanderbilt, Miss 
-XOLD�%HUZLQG��DQG�0UV��+DUYH\�:KHHOHU�SOXV�PDQ\�1HZSRUWHUV�DQG�$TXLGQHFN�,VODQG�UHVLGHQWV���
,Q�������0UV��9LUJLQLD�3RWWHU�GLHG�DQG�OHIW�D�EHTXHVW�LQ�KHU�ZLOO�ZLWK�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�VKHOWHU�

be renamed in memory of her 
husband.  The Board of Directors 
of the Newport County League 
IRU�$QLPDOV�R΀FLDOO\�FKDQJHG�LWV�
name to the Robert Potter League 
for Animals on September 14, 
1959.

The old shelter on Harrington 
Street, despite being renovated 
and despite the unceasing         

                                              hard work of the managers, 
continued to have problems ranging from the complaints of noise and odor to the need for 
constant repairs.  In 1978 a new shelter was built at 87 Oliphant Lane, Middletown.  

As programs and activities grew, the Potter 
League has continually evolved to meet the 
needs of the animals and community.  The 
incredible devotion of the founders and early 
shelter workers cannot be measured by 
ordinary standards.  They approached their 
top priority - the welfare of homeless animals 
- with plenty of love, perseverance, personal 
VDFULÀFH��DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ���7KH�1HZSRUW�
County League for Animals and later the 
Robert Potter League for Animals can be 
truly proud that its existence is of great 
LPSRUWDQFH�WR�WKH�ZHOIDUH�DQG�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH�RI�
those in Newport County and their animals.  For 85 
years we have celebrated and protected those animal companions who enrich our lives.

87 Oliphant Lane, Middletown – 1988

87 Oliphant Lane - 2009

87 Oliphant Lane, Middletown - 1978


