
 

Humane Education 
Single Lesson Offerings 

 
The Potter League is proud to offer a variety of classes FREE to teachers and community groups in Newport 
County. All our lessons are fun and interactive, and focus on creating a more humane community, reducing 
the root causes of animal suffering and enhancing the human/animal bond. 
 
Our programs are offered year-round and can easily come to your location or can be offered at the Potter 
League’s state-of-the-art animal care and education center along with a tour of the facility. Customized 
programs are available as well. Please contact us to discuss your ideas. 
 
For more information or to schedule a presentation, contact Eleanor Hanson, Humane Educator, by 
calling 401-846-0592 ext.120 or by e-mail at EleanorH@PotterLeague.org. Please try to make your 
reservation at least 2 weeks in advance of your desired date. 
 
 

Lesson Descriptions 
Lessons usually average 45 minutes in length or 30 minutes for the PreK and K – Grade 2 age groups. Please note 
that the addition of a live animal may cause the program to run longer. We prefer to work with groups of 35 
participants or fewer.  

 
 Denotes a class that can include a visit from a Certified Therapy Dog or shelter pet upon request if 

available. 
 
 

Pre-K 
 

How to Take Good Care of a Dog   
Taking good care of a dog is a lot of work and a big responsibility. Children learn what people need to do to be 
responsible dog owners and have a happy, healthy dog. The importance of acting safely around a dog is also 
emphasized.  

 science, safety, character education 

 
 

K – Grade 2 
 

What our Pets Need   
Our pets are different from wild animals. They can’t take care of themselves and need things from people to stay 
happy and healthy. Class can focus on responsible ownership of a dog, cat, or rabbit/small animal. 

 science, safety, character education 
 



Role of an Animal Shelter  
Students learn about how animal shelters help pets and what shelters do for the public. Jobs at the shelter are 
discussed using an interactive activity, including how children can help animals by becoming junior volunteers. 

 civics, science, character education 
 

Staying Safe around Animals   
 Students will understand the importance of keeping themselves and their pets safe. They will learn what to do if 
they see a loose, unknown dog in their yard or neighborhood. They are taught and will practice how to safely 
meet and pet a dog they don’t know. 

 civics, safety, character education 

 
 

Grade 1 - 4 
 

Mind your Manners   
Safety around cats and dogs is presented as a counterpart to manners towards people. Students will learn what 
manners are and why they are important. They will then investigate what pets are trying to tell us about their 
feelings based on their body language, and using that information, they will consider how to behave around dogs, 
cats, and people in a polite and thoughtful way.  

 safety, science, social studies, character education 
 

The Adoption Option   
Students learn about what pets need to be happy and healthy, and how animal shelters work to give them those 
things and find them new homes. They will then get a chance to try their hand at being an adoption counselor, 
choosing the best home for a pet.  

 language arts, science, civics, character education 
 

The Cat’s Meow   
Students are introduced to the joys of cat ownership and learn about cat behavior and purr-sonalities. Through 
adorable cat-themed poetry, they will investigate why cats are the way they are and how to be a good friend to 
them. Cat overpopulation and feline body language are also discussed.  

 language arts, science, safety, character education 
 
 

Grade 4 – 8 
 

Coyotes in the Crosswalk 
We’ve all heard of endangered species, but what about animals that have adapted well – perhaps too well – to 
human created environments, such as cities and towns? Students will learn what traits are key to a species 
success in urban and suburban environments. The overpopulation of coyotes throughout the United States will be 
highlighted as an example, with an emphasis on how residents’ activities affect coyote behavior and population.  

 science, language arts, civics, safety, character education 
 

Training Class   
Students investigate the basic ways in which all animals learn and examine case studies to see how dog trainers 
and behaviorists use these principles to create well-behaved pets. They then experiment with each other to 
develop an understanding of humane methods from the perspective of the other side of the leash. 

 science, problem solving, safety, character education 
 

Protecting the Web of Life   
Students investigate the concept of the web of life—the interdependence of all species—and will consider how 
their actions affect other living things and their habitats. Using the feral and abandoned cat problem as an 
example, students will consider the stakeholders and identify a compassionate solution. 

 science, civics, character education, problem solving 



 
 

Grade 6 – 12 
 

Introduction to Animal Welfare   
What does animal welfare mean and how do our laws protect animals from harm? Students will learn one way to 
assess the welfare of animals in different environments and will see how RI animal cruelty laws are designed to 
protect them. They will then assess ways in which the laws are and are not successful and will learn how to 
respond should they suspect animal abuse. 

 civics, language arts, science, ethics 
  

Animals in the Laboratory 
Students will investigate how animals are used to advance science and create new medicines. They will then 
read, analyze, and discuss arguments for and against the use of animals for scientific research. The class 
concludes with an overview of safeguards that are currently in place to protect those animals and a discussion of 
the ethical issues involved. 

 science, language arts, civics, ethics 
 

You mean you want to be a vet? – Careers in Animal Welfare   
Often students who profess a love of animals feel that their only career option is to become a veterinarian. In 
this class, students will learn about a variety of jobs that help animals, including educators, adoption counselors, 
dog trainers, animal care staff, and of course, veterinarians. 

 science, civics, language arts 

 
 
 

*** 
Is your class planning a donation drive or fundraiser for the Potter League? A presentation from a Potter 
League educator makes a great kick-off or conclusion to your community service! Our Service Project 
Presentation is available for any grade level and explains what the Potter League does and how your 
students’ donations will be used at the shelter. We love the opportunity to personally thank your students 
for their hard work! 
 
Don’t see the lesson topic you’re looking for? Please contact us to discuss your ideas. We would be happy 
to create a FREE personalized program for your classroom! 


