Other Organizations

Animal Related

The Ocean State Animal Coalition
The Ocean State Animal Coalition (OSAC) was formed in 2008 with the primary goal of opening a high volume, subsidized spay neuter clinic to serve all of Rhode Island.  The impetus for the coalition came from the Rhode Island Foundation who invested funds from their Program for Animal Welfare to start the clinic. In addition to the Potter League, the founding organizations include:  PawsWatch, Providence Animal Rescue League, Providence Animal Control, Rhode Island Animal Control Officers Association, Stand Up for Animals, Animal Rescue League of Southern Rhode Island, Rhode Island Veterinary Medical Association.  The Rhode Island Community Spay Neuter Clinic was opened in July 2010 and has sterilized about 45,000 dogs and cats.  With the clinic opened, OSAC is now starting other projects to benefit pets and people in Rhode Island including humane education, legislation and advocacy, and training for animal control officers and shelter employees.  Brad Shear, our Executive Director, serves on the board.
The Association for Animal Welfare Advancement
The Association for Animal Welfare Advancement (www.theaawa.org) is a national organization comprised of leaders of organizations involved in the animal care and control field and is the only national professional association for animal welfare. The Association was formed to provide educational opportunities for its members and to promote efficiency and enhance the professional image of animal welfare and control.  The Association provides an opportunity for agency administrators to network and share new ideas in order to further the cause of animal welfare by hosting several conferences a year, providing listservs for on-line discussions and newsletters. The Association has also developed an accreditation program to establish recognition for professionals in the animal welfare field. The Certified Animal Welfare Administrator (CAWA) exam was administered for the first time in November 2004.  Brad Shear, our Executive Director, serves on the board.
National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy 

The National Council On Pet Population Study And Policy XE "National Council On Pet Population Study And Policy"  (NCPPSP) (www.petpopulation.org) was formed in 1993 to address pet euthanasia. The mission of the NCPPSP is to use a formal scientific approach to collect the information needed to make a real difference in the lives of our nation's companion animals.  Specifically, the Council will gather and analyze reliable data that further characterize the number, origin, and disposition of dogs and cats in the United States, promote responsible stewardship of these companion animals, and based on data gathered, recommend programs to reduce the number of unwanted pets in the United States.  In 2011 the National Council became a subsidiary of The Association for Animal Welfare Advancement.
National Animal Control Association
The National Animal Control Association XE "National Animal Control Association"  (NACA) (www.nacanet.org) is an organization of state animal control associations to promote professionalism in animal control. NACA sponsors an annual training seminar, publishes a bimonthly news magazine and provides standards and training manuals.  

New England Federation of Humane Societies

This group organizes educational forums throughout the year and holds an annual conference in April.  The Potter League over the years have had three of our staff serve on the board of directors.  The educational value is excellent for our staff.  Currently Kara Montalbano, our Director of Marketing & Community Relations serves on The Federation’s advisory committee.
Rhode Island Veterinary Medical Association
The RIVMA is a nonprofit organization of nearly 200 veterinarians and support staff throughout the Rhode Island, Connecticut and Massachusetts.  The organization exists to explore, develop and promote the interests of member veterinarians in order to further the health and welfare of animals, protect and advance members’ ability to practice veterinary medicine, and elevate the public image of veterinarians and veterinary medicine.  

The Million Cat Challenge

The Million Cat Challenge is a shelter-based campaign to save the lives of one million cats in North America from January 2014 through 2018.  The Potter League participates and submits data annually along with shelters from across the United States.  www.millioncatchallenge.org from more information and statistics on the progress of the campaign.
Shelter Animals Count

Shelter Animals Count is a new, collaborative initiative formed by a diverse group of stakeholders to create a national database of sheltered animal statistics. Launched in 2012 the goal is to create a shared National Shelter Database that will enable the measurement of progress in animal welfare, to inspire life-saving collaboration and have a positive impact over pet homelessness over time.  The Potter League submits our statistics monthly.  The data has been live since 2016 as enough organizations and data are now submitted.  The database will continue to grow.  www.shelteranimalscount.org
Non-Animal Related

Nonprofit Finance Fund
The Nonprofit Finance Fund (NFF) (www.nonprofitfinancefund.org) is itself a not for profit organization and one of the nation's leading community development financial institutions (CDFI), Nonprofit Finance Fund® (NFF) makes millions of dollars in loans to nonprofits and pushes for fundamental improvement in how money is given and used in the sector.  In addition to loans and lines of credit for a variety of purposes, NFF organizes financial training workshops, perform business analyses, and customize our services to meet the unique financial needs of each client.  Since 1980, they've worked to connect money to mission effectively so that nonprofits can keep doing what they do so well.  With funding from The van Beuren Charitable Foundation, the Potter League in 2009 and 2010 engaged NFF to complete a business analysis of our operations.
Association of Fundraising Professionals
The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) (www.afpnet.org) unites and promotes the goals and achievements of fund raisers worldwide. AFP was founded to improve the climate for fund raising and instill professional standards.  AFP has more than 26,000 global members through 172 chapters.  AFP is the only individual member professional organization dedicated exclusively to the advancement of fund raising management for all fields of philanthropic service, the development of individual member proficiency, and achievement of social and human service objectives.

